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CAS anmual meeting attems
(F}nmm by Peter Lims.)
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g Exposes Medie
By JVM‘MW Hoffmomn
The fiocus of the 1988

al Quackery

NCAS annual meeting, held on Sunday, Getober 16, at the
Uniformed Services Umiversity of the Hlealih Sciences, was medical quarckery MNCAS
President Chip “m“ﬂm op ”\@ﬂ the meeting by introducing the newly elected Board
of Directors md thanking F inge Medicine SIG Chairman Zev Remiba for organizing
h rent. He then Ju'l\Ln@dﬂﬂO“d ﬁP keynote speaker, Siephen Barrett, MLD,

Jb»amrem, apsychiatmist, founded the Le‘mga Valley Cooncil Against Heath Frand and
fhas written a number of books on medical quackery. He began by discussing what he
considers one of the most widespread medical frauds, the largely successful F\nmempm
by diug companies 1o convince people that they meed the “nuirition inswrance” of
regular vitamin supplements. Bamrett noted that almost no one needs such supple-
menis, since all but the most extreme diets provide adeguate amounts of vitamins. (ln
response to objections from the audience, he conceded that many Americans eat
vubalanced diets that coniain 0o much saturaled fai, but argued that such diets still
provide plenty of vitamins.) Mo medical authority, and certainly no dean of a
pharmacy school, believes that a person fecling tired or nesvons should be given
vitemins tor that reason. But when Barrett sent people complaining of such symptoms
o pharmacists in Allemsown, PA, 90% of the pharmacisis they visited sold them
Vitamnins.,

Another health frand Barrett has imvestigated personally is “hair analtysis,” which
was widely promoted in health-food stores afew years ago. If you sent a sample of your
hair, together with a fee (typically $40), to a “hair analysis” Jab, you could receive a
Getailed analysis of your supposed illnesses snd dietary deficiencies, together with
suggestions (mainly nuiritional) for treatment. Barrett prepared 26 hair samples from
the hair of two healthy girls and sent two samples apiece to each of 13 labs. Mineral
(Continued on page 4.)
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OSICOP Conferancer

Informative, Productive,
and Fum
By Karen Groy

Having recently retwmed from CSI-
COP’s 1988 conference in
decided that C

Chicago, 1
S)Tt OP’s effort to mweat
New Age phenomena in a conference

ormat was a | h‘ e like rying to get an
overall pictare of a state fair from atop 2
flerris whe@ﬂ on the edge of the fair-

grounds—one could never quite organ-
ize the images with which one was as-
saulted or escape the disiraction of the
sheer pleasure of the tide. Whichis fo say
that whatever the wwmesses of the
process, 1 found it a thoronghly enjoy-
able, informative, and produciive three
days.

The difficultes inherent in the subject
were apparent from the first overview
session with its four very diverse spealk-
ers, one ar another of whom must have
pleased or annoved each person present.

-

[ found myselfl in sympaihy with Mam-
reen O Hara’s efforts o explain that i

the believer, his or her system will seem
0 be coherent and informed from a rich
culioral diversity, and that simply dis-
missing others” belief sysiems as ridicu-

lous is both inappropriate and counier-
(Continved on page 5.)
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NCAS encourages the critical investigation of
paranomnal and fiinge-science dlaims from a respon-
sible, scientific point of view, and disseminates fac-
wmaal information about the resulis of such inguiries 1o
the scientific community and the poblic,

NCAS does not reject claim
antecedent to inguiry, but rather examines them
abjectively and carcfully.

Si

son e priori grounds,

ed amicles mpr esent the irio*w of their
anithor ecessanly reflec
NCAS. X Unsﬂgnem as mkes areihe rsw onsi mrﬁj of
NCAS Newsletzer Comminies. Only aticles clearly
marked as such represent positions of ihe NCAS
Board of Direciors.

2 views of

Officers
Do * Denman, F’msid@m«?
:tlumdal Lackwood, Vie:
Joe Himes, Secretary

Grace Demman, Freasurer

A s

Compupicotions, Randall Lockwood,
237-3591 (home), 452 RJ 00 (

Creationism. Randall Lockwood,
see above,

Education in Skepticism,
Wz&m i R@*-\f@,
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| Lefters to The Editor;
De a Editor:

The last issu kepiical Eye suggested wavs for skeptics o write leiters fo the
Mwﬂm I have f ound m@ﬁh\@ﬁ opportanicy for NCAS members to share their sheptical
Vl@'@f\!’Sﬂ

A the end of 2 recent PBS /mmv of The Infinite Voyage—The
show about the role of DNA m homman developm cm a toll-free iele

I
Py

appeared on the screen—I1 800 962-2962 with a request f or VICWETS i caM ﬁe DDS
Response Line.” 1 suspected that PBS wanted o moni
graim’s solidiy evoludonist theme, including possit
1 decided 1o call. After the usual Mmaﬁ\ mie I
operaior, who asked for my comments on the program, and whicih pzm

T a= 1145 o, - 71 A o -
1was callimg from. 1 shered my general approval of the program, except for a

the fi ﬂsuggﬂsmgﬁu@ﬁm instance of seeming eXASCNSOTyY Demopnnm o twing moagh
e due 10 a common genetic makeup. Lasked 1f she vwas checldng my commes agarm
a prepared list of positions, and she said no, that she was fyping my CoOmmen
28 1 made uh«‘mq for later review.

Since then, 1 have seem this “Response Ling” fe
DPIOEramSs OM Yamous ‘mjmm I encourage all sk p
comvenient way of contwibutin gsJL eptical comments el

programs o ,vav fssues of concerm to ms.

Annapolis Junction, MD

Dear Editor:
I am pleased o have the addresses
Response”™ iem. Al About suppﬂ;m

Associate Press? 1 have occasionally wish

Ay D D
LT enms.

~

(5] I=7 e -
7 ity 1o the source of one

=

@]

Associated Fress Copley News Service
1825 K Street, MV 2 ilding
Washington, DC 20006 Washington, DC 20045

ot

An Appeal for Seience
This spring, MCAS will be offe ; - science fair projects at science
throughout the Washmgton metropolitan axca. These prizes will congisiof aceﬁ.ﬁﬁcaﬂ

s
2m attraciiv € PEn

Ny

earing the NCAS logo, and an appropriaie book, 1

£, P . T O NTf - Al e
for the projects that best exemplify the goals of N«CA\. . Becanse there

2 cﬂm e science fairs im the r,ashmmmm'

pem of a few weeks, we desp
de@sﬁ Voluwnteers would d@
comntrwide or regional scmm

ron heve no formeal scientific waining

area, 2ll taking plar
ernbers o wlum

befo OFe, SVE) [‘:\:\ < f 2
yon have ﬁ@ do s idemiify projects that prowote critical ﬁﬁ k\mg. xamine the

development of fringe beliefs, or analvze pseundoscientific claims.

J£ yom ane interesied in becoming am NCAS sclence fair judge, please contact W
Rowe, chaimman of the Education-in-Skepticism Special Imterest Group, at (202) 96
1469 @JWCP\ OF (//f’\ 3) 494-2916 ( om»m) Wy
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Klass Presents China Video
Last spring, the editor of one of China’s leading scientific newspapers mvited the
Committee for the Investigation of Claims of the Parancrmel (CSICOP) to appraise the
state of psychic reseench and the extent of paranormal belief i [dhe People’s] (\mmbhc
of China. NCAS Board Member Philip 1. Klass, a leading investigator of U
sightings and anthor of numercus books and articles on pmaﬂn@mm rciamsﬁ wWaSs pzmt
of the CSICOP weam. While in China, Klass videotaped many of the group’s meetings
and investigaions. On December 3, he presented a one-hour video of the CSICOP
j ourney through China to about 30 NCAS members and others at the Tysons Phmmit
Regional Library in Falls Church.
Klass’s video followed the CSICOP group (which included, in addition to Klass,
CSICOP Fellows Tames Alcock, n&@ndﬁﬂk Frazier, Paul Kuortz, and James Randi and

Skeptical Inguirer Public R @la’mms Director Bearry Kerr) through Beijing, Kian, and
Shenghai. It showed the group’s investigation of a Qigong mester, whao claimed that

2

=

e could cause a patient in am@ﬁﬁ@r room 0 move as a result of Qi power emanaiing
rom. s fingertips, and of 2 gronp of “psychic” children. Bspecially memorable was
zing” Rendi’s walls through the Great Wall—with 2 Tittle help from

= EP

ames “The Amaz

T
.J

Klass’s cameral
A complete report om ihe CSICOP investigation appears in the Swmer 1988 issue
of Skeptical Inguirer —iulie D, Stern

Mewr Bo rﬂ of D rw@ﬁ amf’l ficers
DV, (Chip) Denman, President Lawwﬂm fJLzmy\ V. Lintig

Home: (301) 585-4093
Office: @nuﬁ%ﬁ%o

H: (301) 654-2557
O (202) §36-6805

Rzndv Lockwood, Vice President Doug MchMeil
i (703) 237-8591 B (703) 527-6731
O (202) 452-1100 Seam O Neill

1. 8. Humes, Secretary H: (703) 978-3888

H: (703) 280-2503 O: (703) 941-518
Grace Denman, Treasus Zev Remba

M (301) 585-4093 Mz 522-3468

Or (301) 443-4306 Lee T. Rickard
Alfred Baer B (703) 538-5654

(202) 333-4353 Or (202) 1672495
Karen M. Grray Walter ¥, Rowe

i (202) 333-6947 Ju (703) 494-2916

O (202) 357-2756 O (202) 767-2495
Herb Federhen Gary Stone

He (703) 671-0427 H: (301) 470-1530

Or (202) 845-2345 (301) 492-9903 Famny Tam Swiss
Philip J. Klass : (301) 585-4093

(2072) 554-5901
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ByD.W,

JL’Jmum"idav \iﬁvfm wber 3, Grace am
anmive im Chicago’s O Pime /~\M'O‘OKFL We

vmmalﬂ"ﬁﬁﬂ thebuis o , ‘
ihe f‘(\‘Jt(“ﬂJ“ Ammal f‘m erence is abont
o begin. A haggand James Randi is al-
weady on the bus, alone. Af er greetings,
k\andﬁ explains how this same bus had
beem ’WOVGU’\E T, ffor the past howr, He
whips out 2 notebook—ever the careful
@bk’@wwlwmdrhsma vs toone and all his
extensive motes documenting the muim-
ber of times the hotel bus had 7@38.@‘1 o
withowt. stopping. By now a busload of
sympathetic iravelers, many en route 1o
ms same comference, ha&: nezmd Ramdi’s
talle of woe, As we reach the hotel, Randi
finds mew vigor. Buoyed by a sympa-
thetic mﬁh@woﬁ and ”lmﬁtﬂ with the
success of having at last found the might
bus, Randi is ready for anything., Swit-
cases in hand, we stode nto the moderm,
multilevel lobby, where a large sign di-

,, 2

rects registramts to the left, Grace and 1
duifully move left. Poised for action and

heedles
Sigm JL\PUT)‘ﬂJl
20 . As Jﬁ
toami M'mum\m de:
dowmtous, “Ifes
wehicle agam,m ”

CSICOR 1988 had begum.

The conf ruﬁ"@ﬂ@“ WAS 8 GIeal perse

s of everyihing—especially the
arches stradght forward
scalator cammies T [l
stimy, & tired volce calls
ar | have raken the wiong

experience. NCAS Jmmmﬂ Member
Karen Gray ¢ 1:\ attended, and wiites

m@ @hmrhvm i this
< and 1

about the confe
issue., 1 will s

e mﬂﬂlﬂmﬂ @m J[@ved meeiing with
skeptics ﬁ'@m around the v @ﬂﬁl The
formeal presentations were o f very high

quality; the informel interaciions be-
fwee m nﬁP speakers, ﬁ@ members @f

(

WQJ"L aﬂﬂ other local-group reps
ﬁ]\W@Q were even more st am’lbn
A few weeks later, Mark Plummer,
CSICOR s Execuive Director, came o
Vit \/\fasmmg;t@m Mark and I toured a
nomber of sites arouwnd town. Mark at-
tended a meeting of the NCAS Boeard o
Directors and shexed ideas that “ﬂm
been successful for ofher local growps.
Al of this means that it is with great
pleasure that 1 can announce that MCAS
will be hosting the next F‘QIW\P Annual
Conference in spring 1990. The exact
date 3s still 1o be dete rmmed Tt il
likely be in late Mearch. The nexi 14
months or so will be a busy e for
MNCAS, as we not only increase the fre-
quency of our regular public evenis bt
also prepare for 2 mational conferemce
with perhaps more them 500 attendees. In

(Continued on page 8.)
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fremda sagﬂeﬁd
sometimes by a factor of W Tm mmﬂum dmgmo £8 WENE £VEN
oS ambnwm lab res mml ed with alist of 23 Ti case; 2 T
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Ramrett also showed several oxwm@c of quack nost m»nm a8
s packaged as they were medically worthless. Im dfhfmm

to making nnsubstantated claims of benefit—longevity, sexual
t, amdl 50 for mmﬂum 3

s,ffoﬂ which they sell a “cure.” A recent
nsitivity to yeast infection, a
nmented

C“ home-

By
p

o

o0 mtritiom in
explained UW

iet that pr ﬁ@\ mm guate aTmomnis O

) Wﬂu« ‘)0 eat oo much fat, o mamy

M the idea that sugar is

of sugar is healitier than

dﬂ@cms &

ancther, then moved on 10 mm@ f e 77‘% of 1 fﬂ claims about
TRTROR. Vi nied Merlam, cem be refated with a basic
kmow }i@égc o 204 30TE COMTN0T s J‘t \'@m mdm-

a

Smﬂ@u tor exa

o eal extracts of

5., the third

SP speaker N
ars 2g0 when be wrote

i some of the shoddy
D rofess ¥, saml maﬁkerg,f is am
increasing prol m in dentisiry. He listed 2 mumnber of guack
weatmenis being )und@m ed by dentists, inchuding “anricmiar

i

3
@hemm (acuponciure of the earlobe), “idology™ (dagnosis
examination of the eyeball), “reflexclogy” (treatment of
ailments by massaging ihe foot), and acopunciwe of the
awomhﬂ He also discussed m controversy within the demtal
orofession over the safety of mercury amalgam £

am fillings, which

some dentists have Taﬂameﬂ for meurological diseases. Schissel
arzued that there is mo evidence of this, and hat ;Jﬂ@ mechani-

cﬂv inferior plastic flings inserted in place of the traditiomal

metal ones can canse dental problems. Schissel also discussed
amew and fashionable sort of quackery involving the manipu-
lation of the temporomandibular joint (TMT), pointing out that
s joimt “is to the TMI quack what the spine is to chiroprac-
tors.” hhese gquacks cladm that TRMI manipulation is a core for
pain, vigion and hearing loss, gymecological disorders, and even
mliiple sclerosis.

’H@ fiourih %baﬂ(m race Powers Monaco, is a lawyer who
defends insurance © p mies against quack claims and who
founded Cm@f@lxv‘hm\ an orgemization for childrenm with
cancer, aiter losing a child to that disease. The cure rate for
pediatric cancer, she noted, has improved dramatically since
she sterted Candielighters in the 1960s, and now stands 21 65%
(amd conld be 80% if everyone got the begt treatment). As the

4

e hasrisem, she cantioned, it
ick children from quacﬁ\::
Jife-sav ing therapy. Monaco noed
doesn’t suit the needs of people with 2
0 Iy anyihing ﬁ:lh )
wies o be ﬂp by imvestigating
edical Iiteramme e, CASE TECORG:
The organizetion will e LACU&R@E\T F IMeadmen
ihe factof its im 1“2\\111@‘1 iSm 10h [
sabesisii
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InConSisencies im Hfo mummh Somei;m
twrmed up therapie lﬁaL Improve ihe m ]
vithout @MC)H'\&
iz us Mai}h ac zp@ ]
doesn ] H@Rﬂ ve (s mmvmadcs ﬂs»uﬁ} e‘ﬂ 151 there is a.con. jimﬁy

against mew trcaimenis. She ar ATDS today 1s muach
ﬂr&;@ pediatric cancer was in the 1“ ‘*@s: with ’»o @ﬁ'?m@d@x
ERIMENE Promising 2 cure, it is an attractive target for quacks.
fae feels that quackery will always rith v, mf“ ihat those
without knowledge of science or skepticism are most v
able.

Geoff Drucker, a comsumer profecion Aomme
Postal Service, spoke Jast. He told the andience that
mail-order frand cases imvolving medical quackery fall imto
three classes: treatments promi ag appesrance enhancerment
(breast emlargers, haiv tomics, and S0 om), cures mg@md at
peinfol, debilitaiing, and fatal conditions (typically arthritis,
cancer, and ADS), and weight loss products. ,:Lwﬂamfely few
complainis come {rom defranded consumers, Since most are (oo
embarrassed or afraid to complain. Insiead, most enforcement
actions are oniginated by postal inspectors who examine ques-
tiomable product claims, or ﬂ‘r@mm Haison with pitvate anti-
qmrckcw groups. Taspectors make test purchases and secure
corporate records, but since they arem’t medical experts they
meed help from doctors and acadenmics.

Drucker discussed in detail ihe case of Kurt Donsbach, w
styles himself “Chatrman of the Board of the National Health
Federation” and attacks the “pharmac

>
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entical-medical com-
(Continued on page 5.}



G//’m”@a@: 0 CSICOP Canference, from p. 1

roductive, Convinced as 1 am that no single-theme analysis
pﬂ ing the complexity of something as vast as what comes
under the term “MNew Age,” I found myself disgusted by Jay
Rosen’s bifthe attribution of widespread New Age b }lan /Uﬂd
practices to a cultural marcissism.

During the remainder of the conference, 1 choose to attend
sessions on “Channeling,” “Graphology,” and “Media Respon
sibility and the Paranormal.” In the first, the most subf:mnxuw@
ore @nm«amm was that of Dr. Sarah Thomason, a linguist, whose
amalysis of the dialects of channeled entities showed that those
she anmalyzed were not actual Bnglish dialectsfaccemis. Dr.
Graham Reed’s psychological comments recked of psychologi-
cal jargon and reflected its limitetions—perticularly im his
admission that it was mot possible to determine if 2 channeler
was deliberately lying or was self-deceptive. Dr, James Alcock,
in s “history™ of the phenmomenon, did not ik it 1o its many
ancesiral forms in other human Faditions as 2 scholar of the
Tistory of religions might have, and consequently referred only
m the Buwropean and American phenomenon that is rooted in

19th century spiritwalism.

Tb\@ graphology session was enlightening in that it demnon-
sirated that ihis “discipline” hes no gemerally agreed-upom
metrods and purposes. Those who spoke for it produced evi-
dence that was highly anecdotal and easily subject to more than
one interpretation. That many employers may be using graphol-
ogy in the final stages of selecting applicants for important jobs
was even more disquieting afier the audience saw how Hitle
graplhologists were able o agree among themselves either on
what they were looking for, what it meant, or how it could or

should be used. Much was made of the “Bamum effect” (the
tendency of people presenied with a purporied description of
their personality (0 agree with i) in this session.

The media session showed that good “skeptical” programm-

fz) ,

Wedical Quackery Exposed, from p.

plex,” promoting his own quack remedies, pardcwlady the vse
m hydrogen peroxide as a cure for camcer and many other
diseases. In his writings, Donsbach urged people to drink, bathe
im, inject, and even give themselves douches amd enmemas with
dilote hydrogem peroxide. He distributed his pro-peroxide
propaganda together with order forms for hydrogen peroxide,
thongh the order form itself contained no representations. The
Postal Service filed for a preliminary njunction, arguing that
Inis cledms about hydrogen peroxide were limked to the order
fomm, This argument was never tested, since Donsbach settled
out of court by agreeing to halt mail-order sales of hydrogen
peroxide. JU*MCM‘)J( argued that an educated public is the best
defense against quackery.

Those attending the meeting had several chances 10 examine
and buy books on guackery and muiridon, and 0 explore a
displey of guack devices and anti-quackery iterature presented
by Bermie Simon of the FDA. At a wine-and-cheese reception
afier the meeting they also had a chance to talk to the speakers
and to NCAS Board Members. [

NCAS Skeptical Eye/Jammary 1989

ming can be done and is being done onm 2 small and scatiered
scale, but also demonstrated that American media leaders and
managers—irom publishing to radio and television—do not,
overall, see it as their responsibility o dig out the ik of
questionable claims and see that books or news reporis are
clessified andfor presented o the public according to their
“wuth content” from 2 rafiomel or scientiic point of view.
Consequently, Commumion 18 classified as nonfiction and a
news reportof a \m of the Virgin Mexy with water on fis face
is described as wevp 1@” It seemed o me that an entire
conference might be dedicated to this issue of media treatment
of paranormal subject miatter, a8 many issues central fo an open
society and wnregnlated media were continually exposed but
never dealt with in-depth in this sessiom,

The final Sunday maming session treated a variety of ap-
proaches 0 emcowraging science and rationalism. This 3
quite fun, as magic, illusion, and creative activity all contrib-
nied to the presemtations by Jemy Andius, Jeff Mavhew, and
Paul MacCready. Mayhew championed the use of audio-visual
aids and “story-eiling” technigues. A nocwrent theme in this
session was ihe ease with which our semses and evem our
patterns of thought andfor beliefs can lead vs asiway.,

Friday might’s keymote address by Douglas Hofstadier was a
low key bul emjovable presemtation of his efforis to wnderstand
how the brain forms concepis and them verbalizes them. He
highlighted the immediate significance of these mental activi-
tes and their highly fallible and amorphous results with a
catalog of MNew Age books that included his ownl The next dary,
during the question-and-answer period at the end of the gra-
phology session, he asserted that e was inclined to believe that
hmdm‘iﬁmg might reveal deep personal patterns. He suggesied

0 graphologisis that they break handwriting d@ww mio iis
mmpmmns and then design experiments 10 see if any of these
comelate with recognizable personality and/or behavioral pai-
fexms or fraits, rather than developing a theory about what given
characteristics meant and them impuiing them 1o persons whose
hendwriting showed those characteristics.

Conference atiendees socialized eagerly and almost compul-
sively. Skepticism obviously airacts people who enjoy talking
and thinking, srguing, joking, and lectwring. If there were any
wall-fowers in atiendance, they’d retreated so far into the
woodwork as o be invisible. 1 wag impressed by a greaier
diversity than 1 had expected in thought, age, and background.
The conferces were however, overwhelmingly white and male,

The recuwiring sexist language was notable and, from Paul
Kuriz’s apology during the Sunday moming session, appar-
ently of considerable concern 0 some of the women present, T
was more troubled by the persistent denigration and trivializa-
fiom of others” belief systenas and the inability o acknowledge
the seriousness of the subjectivity and relativity thai reveals
ftself 1o human conceptual systems and processes. However
thoroughly human skeptics may be, however, I found them a
provocative and enjoyable bunch with whom it wes satisfying
0 associate and be associated, [J

Was



AR

a0

C has

gl

\

fien iham |

eq more O

faii

AP

d and €7

O5C

XD

&)

'
i

ol

L

1

ehls

IO

1L

T
£

il

i

1cat

7
L

i

Oon £

J
L

\.‘J:‘

on. (Se

i

N
e

i

il

= = =

< C g
Gn S Doy ‘T
=0 5 = 2 i
= 0 & © E

&
3
i

<

v
3
Q

G AL AN

[}

TR

i

o

being

1.9 7.
wOmId b
£,
2 of b

i

10

i

LTS Was 31

i

==

& (

= & K

S = 2

L = e

& E ==

= .
M _Jt/ = &
= 5 I3

1TOMA
it

o

e

3
WOWES

i
[

aly trad

v

=t

@) =
=3 <=
= @
(93 2]

© =
& =

G

[

S ‘=
- =
=
8 R f
& = ©
H 5 =
< V3 7
4= ©

ds
{like

Kim

1.

o

L
AThen
LY

it

AR

=
=
@
B
2
!

o

el

LS i

000«

2

10

1.~

~

RN

NG
> A TG00

L

IS

X

2
g
=
=
5
=

e
i

]

7 T
2

Y
-

N2

25 am MCOTPeiet

a

©

bramd

tylis:ol

J

imacy: I

1

Jis

2

.

o1
g

Lo

HJ

et 1

LT

L

T
AL
TS

(V1

]

P
AT

5]

RIS A

3

he

e
ne i

Al
il

.

dmbbed

N
R

becan

3

el

I

I

i

15 amd

it

houi I

18 af

1

A0

I

7 Cal

Neky

i

)

An
Uy

Was CAll

]

Sy

i

ol

N
P
Al 1

i

5

J

i
& does mot

13

v

ot 4
[T
i

L

.
Q

5

>
2
N

i)
a

/

i
¥
A

[

3

~

clag

At
iy

19th cemtury

NOTE

SO

1A A n
W
iy

bl

a.

DReCAU

3

el

F

220

—

A

o

AT

\E

g
g

MC 7

#Ch
il
ana
el

¢

M

&
a
A
ll
P

inclu

he late 19

oy
IS
iy

£,

-
a

L.

L

7
AT

WL
1S
o

4

|

A beem pu

ol
N
e |
T

ey
o

Vi
o
®)

I

g
ARG TRSC
tnat
20 yea
o o4l
SR

AN

ned d

5
1

X
nad:

O

dle acam

it

TS
]

et

il

I
P
s



Qo @ =
= 6 o= S s © o .
= anm =Lk 8 = Lhm g e o
= 0 5 AP.W M = = o= Mm = 2 e @ Wl [
3= cuw 2 © = = B = = & .
= Wu = qWU S _@ o € = = = o < o
iy 5 =t -6 = © = 15 = s o d
G = & 8 i} — o A @ mu @ < o ==
2 o = o & = = v < e = = = ) < =
G e 8 B E v/ 5 5 = = o C = G €
= o m o Pw ,{)ﬂw [} = = [} 1![\) = < m = N
= s 8 D o L iz 2 = ] e o = [SREN
s &= g B = : s A =) $2 o = g p =
FI6R 9 ¢ - 5 = = =R & S e
E£EE o2 0%E < g ¥ = R - T g8 ¥
2 5 8§ ] o5 = & = = < & : @ MR s ¥ & & L= gL
LR glgedE g g= g o LSS £ . S99 8 S B5e b
E e S E S = 2T © ; @ = & = & & LI = RZER RS |
= PR 8T g = B = == =N €] = €8] = = = [P &= Rl = g
wECEcRS RS e o0& B E & 5z ER . c2 & E g ; & n 2
FE2 28508 8ED = 6 & & ) &0 § . o = = & 8 < € BB o
= E e g =2 9 v Q@ = eF < d3 (S = = S ﬁ/\u & Go &2 M = 9 < == &
= ouu P = = n ©E g B = d5 e s =3 s o [ee) o 2% & T = o & o ¢
mhmmmmmhcwmﬂa = R I = £8F ©3¢p = B g
- Qs 8 . & @f < = 6 £ ¢ = = == d W h &) = o - = 8 iz R IR
m%madimnw 2 AT SR E g c = C 5 ) & s sk = B s & WAu_r
== = Q = == ", [ d = = = = 5 e = e 3 & — & R e
3o g2 e B8 “ = 5.9 A © £ = g g 5 B & Rl EC g
S o= s e e e = o & =N = g =2 S B Mm@ =9 E=) g ©
© = = = <= Z e J B = =R A= Wv © ﬂ/ b= 3} Aﬂﬂ Sl v o= = e pz T = s <
© e BB R0 o7 = e EgT S B Gk L Ea 89 o d &
EEE e L e g 2 = BC K & & & 8 9 5 = CBuvu=98¢3 5
SEELS g 20 g = Nl T ey S8 uokEE =
u @ DE= G S P g - =T S O 0@ SRR &
mmhseen_m@‘ 2 £ = SE®%c6 - s £ £ BHE L &5 £\ 2
= = X 3 i) = Bk =5 @ = = ot Aty A= g < ¢ < T
hmmmmmbwmm g &g i G t828Fry E g ar- TEEEDHE»
L2 8w g 0E EE =, & & ¢ © He D o ol o, =0 =< L2 = 2 = BB 8B v o
Bh a2 2w £ o Q = v O 8 o= g = A S CRZ B N R ) N = & & L 02 E P = & -
FrE g 5% =T%23 SN e L = e &= Bz B 8 = <= 5 € =B o=t g € oo
¢ 2B g 888 2 R A = = e &k 8% E= = S e o = @ A E <20 5 W g
= = on G P = =i L EEE S o6 i3 = S e.os B2 2 = T L = = oW g 5 2 Q © £ . N
e gL e &= © B E 2N s 8.3 o 50 845 BEE G w ©ER ¢ ;= =] & 5 K = Eoad 8 0
5886882 ER. G gy EeElgemng & s E e s SE 2 AchqmmmW@nmwuam
Sde 289928 @Amﬂmmmﬁmmwm = T seRE 3 M.mmfmmdemmﬂwan;ﬂmmMS@
S EZhLes > BS P EESL S E 2B ) = e 8 g e = o ® EEEE=SE v & ] RS
- 0 8 2 ¢ = R = EwmG =k = A= = B ok o= G & 8 = S L8 o 5 F ¢ C g 2 &% g .9 B ¥ =
oSS QS Beo@ T o= (B 55 amag C = = DS e & & & Eme gEMmMYE 20 = oo = e = S
S22 ok R ¢ £ O = Th'E 93 N =2 & e E 5 C @ Oy & & EMR G g E O = b ﬁﬁw
EE&E L EEE L 28Y 9w EQ & S L 208 e0QE8EEE = 4z R =
e e Er & e 2 ¢ g O I@N%J%Amﬁ@ﬂ L k8 S BE 2 ° =8y
R RE = e E 2 8T g sl o= SR AR
@i G=% @ A5 5 7] b=l v o 58
g - RO N LR
cﬂ\/ = “ s e
o= ] = = i G e
o = i S = R =
P T Q€ & _W m ] W vl = © = B @ s b
.z g W £ EEE e O el M @ L & mu T o B = oE e O
= 2 =6 s R FEECRTFESEREE = EER LT & g
50 < £ C SN |l oe= 8F = S go 8 g 5
& = Q= = &3 FEsEngEen = = & =T A
N E w3 B85 & e BEH T ETC NS &g &= e glo :
] =S = 6 = = @ ¥ s L8 = g 6= QR = 2
z 5 i & @ i S o8B ETYE s g ¢ cewygs g
¢ = == BE g=iEis - g 5B 6 = = € g oV =0 =
=l 25 =c 8 EEES Y9825 2 =29 ] B9 <
< O “ 2 g O IS O € P 2 = o R &, 9 5
E 2 Q < C e Ecew B E8gw v E oy g2 2
= = = Lo S 5 n =g D B o & = HBOFE =' © = B8
=5 : 28552 GoECS 2BELTE 2 BEESgd o8 R
o > oD e T ¢ g ERRAU I = =~ S 2 EXE.2 8 &
@W v 2« =8 g 8 W1WWW 9 o W@mﬁmﬂom%
= E s o = = = S 2 & = w SRR 2 = &8 =
= 15 © g & WJN = 5 Rl = B S =R & &= g = 5 s th & @
A o= Q = = o ! 5= S b e & .
£ 20w 2 =N s ¥iE 8 g & o2V AEE E &g
e g s & N IR R R = ©E 9w g5 EReTER ® g .C
=9 = B = g BERESES =X c s s QcES
= 9 SIEC I 0 ® PR e B & CEFEgEeT B &S
& =3 = = C 5 R Lz o' 8Baes ¥ BC 8 © % 2 =
e = 2« = o P - I~ e g .z = SR E] RSN SR &
5 9 £ & ug g d re85sE > €5 wEF8 i
= =g B : @ EE B wE ST 2% 5T LEES =
O © v [ Yo O = =4 = 8 @t Z g &
@ I 8 = @ ==Y 248« £ = 28 28R =
[ EC IS oo© o ® C & =2 = & &= 5 5 @ ko @ =
8¢ ‘ Er o Bhe e B, f28e £ 8 T S8 gE 8 @
k= 5l o = & v @ g% YEDd & i & &% ¢8H =
S e @ & < g O OE g : [3) 5 v 02 g =
5 &n = o = @ & § = & o mE g —
€ g =9 EE &Y Q = B E=TE )
= = N = O g S e i = SR o=
O = = W En < = @ 7
< Q & = e & e o E B w g8 o a
= « 3 o e @, 2 x € Br=2L£ 8 S
§ o ¢ 5 = 5 5 - 2588 ¢
2 = 5 =2 o E= g8 .C o =
5 v — =t H i3 = =
© 2 o [ o/rw_ o= = A.mM = o B = &
£ = = d ; o e 5 T2 L
= = © o3 © @ & s = ¢ Bl
8 = = b == @ 15 = = = e
= = © _mm = o & @ = 9
s - e = ST : o
= Gh e - R ©2 =05 = ‘b & & =
@ z e B C =95 5 0
= [CRENE 2N s 2 =
v 2 E 4

§)

#

cult one f

B
(vl

)

nely ¢
3

SKITen

o



Are Science Teachers Dumimies Too?
By Randall /L@cﬁwmmﬂ

Im the last isswe of Skeptical Eye
essay,

e, Michael Zimmerman’s
“MNewspaper Editors Are D “um"mresa lemmenied the de-
climing level of basic scientific knowledge. Zimmerman re-
poried on a survey of 534 editors of daily mewspapers in which

they were asked a variety of questions about basic concepts of

modem biol ng% geology, and Astronomy, ”"\P results, im his
wonds, were “not in the least emcomraging.” Over 37% of the
editors polied thomght that humans and dinosawrs coexisied or
did mot know, and onlly 42% agreed strongly that ““the Earth is
approzimately 4 to 5 billion vears old.”

Far more disturbing i3 a new smudy, reported by UPL, com-
dmcted by two sceciologists at the Umniversity of Texas, Arling-
ton. Dena Dunn and Raymond Bve sent questionnaires similar
o those nsed by Zunmerman o 400 high school biology
teachers seleciedat random from alistof 20,000 provided by the
Matonal Science Teachers Association. About 50% responded,
ihe same as the response rake for the survey of editors. When
asked if dinosaurs and humeans lved at the same e, 19% said
ves and 14% did not know... scarcely better then the *“dummy”
newspaper editors, If given the choice of teaching evolution or
creationism, 30% said they would chose creationism. In addi-
tion, 27% believed that ;ﬁe dead cem commumnicate with the
fiving, 28% thought that people can predict the fumre, and 34%
sedd they believe im mind reading!

Eve and Dunn said that “there can be no question that we are
in & disastrous situation.... We are doing something very, very,
very wrong in biology education.” They atribute much of the
problem 0 poor preparation of science eachers and fo the
common practice of allowing teachers to instruct some clagses
cuiside their areas of certification, noting that only about 25%
of the teachers responding to their survey had degrees im
biclogy. Most had been trained as general science educaiion
TOAJOLS,

As Zimmerman noted, “It 18 mperative that members of our
democratic society possess enough scientific sophistication io
enable them o make rational choices about increasingly perva-
sive scientific issues.” If those teaching science to future
generations are themselves lacking in this basic level of knowl-
edge and understanding, how can we expect their simdents 10 be
anything more tham scientific ﬁlﬁiﬁeﬂmres? Cﬂ

Check particular areas of interest: Asﬁ@ﬂ@g 7

_ Commumications

President’s Message, r@r“p 3

the coming monihs 1 1 H@ DE EVETY "m@m“m will volumieer to belp

out with at least one m The CSICOP comference im
particwlar will need many be ‘nnfl—st £Nes WOTKETs 0 SUrpass
the high standerd set by the Midwest Committee for Rational
Inquiry, the local hosts of the Chicago conference.

T other news, MCAS recently was granted tex-exempt status
by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. ﬂwz TNCANS WE MOW OWe
no federal tax and pay alower raic for mailing zhooﬂcmfm"ﬂ/“ we,
and any © r*mumnn?mmﬂ e group receives can be cmsﬂmm
charitable domations for income tax purposes.

Fimally, Usl Geller, nemesis of ¢ umﬂ@m was wmﬂm\y 5281 i
ASUKPIASIG pﬂﬂm—an aconvention of British magicians. Since

giving up his stage act in Isreel, Geller has vepeaiedly dis-
w@wﬂﬂ aﬂl association with other magicians. But at a recent
Imternational Brotherhood of Magicians (me conmvention in
England, Geller appeared briefly as the guest of magician and,
one-time adversery David Berglas. Geller, mow living in a 3
million home i@ Great Britain, apparently foels secure enough
0 be seen in the company of other conjurers, who reportedly
responded warmly to his charisma. Perhaps Geller hes missed
contact with sleight of hand experis, or perhaps he hopes fo
tweak the beards of SL;@pztimﬂ magicians such as Randi. n amy
case, do mot lock for Geller 1o add bunmy productions o Tis
repertoire. LI
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will be good for one year and will include a subscription to the NCAS Skepiical Eye. Full-Time Studeni:™

__ Creatfonfsm @ $10.00
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Congressional Waich:
A Skeptical Eye on Senator Pell
By Randy Lockwood

Ome of the forces leading to the creation of NCAS was the
gmwm > concern among many DC area skeptics that irrational-
ity and ps endoscience were gaining a fh@ﬂw@?d in the @fﬁciaﬂ

circles of Washington. Recent events, from the Nancy Reagan
aswology flap o the Capitol Bill visits of Urd ﬂ@ﬂ@nn have
dramatized the need for skeptical concerm. In a recemt U.S.
News & 1 /Wz%dPﬂp@ﬁ featre, “The Twilight Zone in Washing-
tom” (December 5, 1983), Representative Cherlie Rose (D
M.C.) is quoted as claiming that “AL any given time, abowut one
fmmh of the members of Congress “am\f@lv mterested im psk,
be that healing, prophecy, r@mmr Tewing or physical manifes-
tations of psychic powers.”

Foremost. among those associated with 2 fescimation for

science and the occuli is Senator Claiborme Pell (D-R.1L),
C‘ham man of ihe Senate Foreign Relations Commitiee., Accond-

, s office bookshelves are crammed with books om
astral projection and the worlks of Shirley Macleine, reflecting
interests that date back 1o his college years, when he contem-

|
7

oo UUSNR

C

olated becoming a priest. He admits w© visits t© medivms,
without success, but meintains thal true psychics exist. He
continues 10 be one of a small mincrity of humans who stll

i the “powers” of Unl Geller, whom he met 1n London

U

m the occult are le Jﬂ?m v anound the HEll

amd moight & odjlsmfssﬂmmm, Vess idiosynerasy were it not for
i e mm that e @)ﬁtem attempts to ranslaie Jhis ﬁsr‘ nAon 1o

T@:p ited in an carlior Skepiical Eye issue,
ihe National S \&/ﬂ@fﬁf‘pj omdlation md
ertiment to fund more psychic research,
a (cvor from the National Academy of Sciences Stxom ]

i he evidence fior 2 m,;\ value to such research efforts.
sstully, that the NAS sindy be
withdrawn,

Pell’s legislative initiatives have g
pseudoscience. He has a well-des
mpporter of improvements in Pducm ~“1,
for college education. Hov

duced in the Tast Comgress

Py

encrally steered clear of
ved 1 @pumﬁ@m 25 2 SIong
pecially assistance
1@gm12ﬁ@w o~
hasraiseda few s k@DMCPﬁl eyebrows,
On Aungnst 11, 1988, Pell imtroduced ST RES 368, officially
iitfed “A joiniresclution to establish ﬁNmmﬂﬁ Commission on
Hawman Resources.” The bill had only one cospomsor, Albert
Gore (D-T). In introducing the resolntion, Pell stated, “The
fhealih and wealih of the MNation is in the realized poteniial of its
citizens. 1believe that the tools and techniques for attaining a
fuller development of individuals cam be identified. Moreover,
it is 2 shered responsibifity of the individual, the family, the
community and the Nation to provide knowledge, opportanity,
and discipline o increase personal excellence and 1o develop
ffuller hwman potential.”

it all this sounds like a Hlashback to the homan potential
movement of the 1960s, Pell manages (o give his mission an
nrgency tght outof today s headlines, The goal of this commis-

siom is 0 act om the realization that “issues of compulsive,

[

=5

OWEVET, Qe 'T[

addictive behavior, low self-esteem, high teenage pregnamcy,
smicide rates and a weakened family stomctune shave in arvested
or stumied development of human poteniial.” He echoes s
pattern of attempting to influence greaier \}wu nding in fringe
aeas of research with the statement that “there is a role for

OVerMmENt fo assist in research and Pdwmm on techmigques
that promote the development of personal excellence and fullex
wman potential fn body, mind, and spirii and the uwlidmare
fimpact of increased personal excellence and hwman poteniial
will be a greater fmpulse o confribute and live in hammony
within a wansformed family, commumity, nation, and wni-
verse.”

What, specifically, is Pell irying to establish? Will this be a
thimktank of spoon-benders %mgrw in hot tubs as they read
aloud from the collected works of Baba Ram Dass and Tom
Peters? Actvally, the propo sﬂ 'imuﬁﬂ@ quite interesting, Pell’s
bill woulkd establish a two-vear commiission f 23 people
ﬂm@mwﬂ by the president. This commission will be empow-
ered to “hold regional meetings, solicit views from the p\ ubfic on
ihe “@70 of the individual, family, commumity and govermmnent
i TESean hﬁg educating, and implementing wlPChn’H@UFQ de-
© increase homan p poter enitel m body, mind and spinit.”
J‘ﬁmmﬁ@”m ore “[tJhe Commission will seek omt practical, proven
technigues to inaprove hmrnan capacities, and with expert scien-
j wice, recommend a research 2 gmm o Imvestigate prom-
uit unproven technigques. [Emph 1

¥

The ﬂ:@mmm tiom of the panel, as

DQ

Pl b < AD
O w@d i the resolution,

will 1 h'lf:lw rwo members “with ;memg and experience in

EXIA0T ﬂm i .~ one physician,
ORE MUTSS r edmcator, two
moembers o experience in

ey @f service at uﬁ ale.
It the panel does "mm sity and scientific swpport

by

described, it conld "me Tery inten smv lu@%’t‘l’l’I&J—
suspect ihe press wo UHHW@ feld day asrepresentative
mainsream human p@u_@mtﬂﬂﬂ movement, as well as iis onfra-
geously exiensive fringes, paraded before the commission. If,
im fact, the commurission did have good scientific guidance and,
more speciically, if the resolution were amended o include on
the commission at least two members “with tralming and expe-
mence in crifically investgating cleams of wnusual humen
performance,” then this could provide the skeptical commoumnity
with an opporwaity o comment officially om many o m ihe

enterprises i ‘H at Pell has found so a’v‘*wﬂm At the very least,
it would be 2 fascinating oppormumity if some NCAS or CSICCP

members cmm be among the “civilien” members of the com-
TARSSion.

Im September Pell’s re r\ﬂumm was referred to the Senate
Labor and Human Resources Commiitee, Subcommittee on
Education, Arts, and H M”“la“ﬂm s, where it lay fallow like all the
other legislation thet Comgress fafled to act on before s
adjowmment. We will be keeping & waich 10 see if this is

reimtroduced in the mext C@n@n@ss Eﬂ
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By Walter F. R

> W ah‘w g

You are the stacks of a library. On either
side, shelve c“w baﬂw, .
Wou take J oW a bﬂok" VPH’mf Tcy’s Worlds in Cm?/ ision. Y on

W u’%mmM ‘*Of\l” S(‘ﬂ Ve 'wehn

eciate the 1 Iﬂccm@‘w of ﬁ}hﬂ“

on- Aﬂl\"qwﬁﬂjuh
in approaching 2 ; f@m
¢ local libraries. Before co
t lhah. i wou d he a good idea

RS

h

daton for a grant 1o buy skeptical books
miacting likely foundations, I
0 SuEvey libraries fo find
ical literatore—ihey

rary at G FV’U because of it convemient
onverted s catalogue 0

s holdings thus was very

i sk

Ok % QLW

N A0
had. T chose

Jocarion and because
compact disk, A thoron

easy to

2!
» search Of
conduct in a g \ﬂ W e

iy uhs of this pre ﬁﬁm,ﬂm v survey wene startling, 1o say
T 1 of the waorks of Immanuel Velikovsky
, the complete cult mcﬂwcﬁmw of Bawry
,vﬁ@ Amgr books of Wilhelm Reich
eciable works), and 2ll of the

There were also MumMErons
vnimaries as 1. Allen Hymek,

. The only fringe area ’nﬂi‘
heavily re m: the catalogue listed o
three © mﬂ@ ‘* coks by Duane Gish, John N. Moore, and }Hi@mﬂf
Morris.

A Tn“ﬂwﬂaﬂ C

e )
ORGRT 2
. 1he presemce of so much crank Mieratue n 2
1 moatter. After 20, umiversities

idious scholarly resources for dheir
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simdents and facul
of skeptical works on mos
se. WTF hes f@” ihe names m i ihe

o
L."
&

D\O{: T Cmﬂven
Broca s B

rakm, L

5

S 8w ‘V‘TWM‘ ﬂP’U?‘UL [t @m\«S "‘\”\JOT\T\"\ u)fJT?'UL\ the

ﬁzmvom cam have the il

and the umives,
deparimental library represen
pretiy much what ihey please
ihe disturbing possibility slh”‘ﬁ e E‘Opﬁ\f‘\ ers among the faculiy
heve been systematically squandering scer
om twash., Eventually, 1 hope to answer this qw@sﬁ@
img each firi etemmuine how it came o be m the
ibrary.

Whatis mow 10 be done? If 1 were acreationist or other fiinge
believer, my next step would be clear; demand the bemning of
ihe r\”t@ﬂdfm@ h@@ks Ihope thet neither MCAS nor 11s members

er join the ranks of I I

AW O dler

finge work to d

=

5

F ihe bodk burners.
iwive to comnieract fiinge books with o
the whole purpose of our library pmj@m

You Can H“"@
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The readers of Skeptical Eye can help the Education-in-
Kepmmm Special Interest Group in its ] Tibrar ¥ SUTYEY DO ﬂ@"f

Zﬂf/]

end me mm lists of the most notable works @} sendoscience,
2.

as well as the best skeptical lteratime. We will collate these Hsts
nto 2 master ﬂ\ ist 1o be used in surveying local libraries. Y O C2Mm
also helpbyp Moddmgy@mpmbﬂm libraries fnto b uying skeptical
Fu,mkm Most public libraries bave fomms vom cem Gl owt o
suggesi books that they Sh@ ild p rmwmsa %U? enough NCAS
members ml o \dx se requests the Mbraries will start to buy
“our Iind” Remember, the more skeptical books a

oks it will buy.O

We'dlike o apologize for
the slight latemess of this
isswe, which was caused in
part by a busy holiday sea-
somand in part by »h am”wai
of our four-moonth-old
damghter, Susan Mee, from
Seond, Korea, on December
13, Susem has beem dmly
emmolled as a member of

NCAS s

TOMMERST TN ber
comdmets A pe ersomell fnve VRS-
gatiom of 2 popular cwlt Fgmre

motedt for kis paremoruaal
clafwns.




Voices from the Skepfic Tank

NAPHTHA SPEA

Following a recent board meeting, several NCAS Directors
attempted to channel Naphiha's spirit divectly, in order to allow
Tamy Swiss time for an extra donut. This snccessful experiment
nﬂit@d in 2 wide range of topics for this segment. NMaphtha and
@w;s W
answers with the NCAS Board.

NCAS: Do you believe iﬂ miracles?

wx

NAPHTHA: NCAS has found over 300 rational uhmk 1S in
the Washington D.C. area; if that isn’t a miracle I don’t know
what is!

NCAS: Recently NCAS presented a program cONCEming

fonge mc—adicme" what are your views?
NAPHITA: The ’P‘mg has as much nght to medicine as
amybody else—who am I 0 deny Shitley MacLaine a couple of
Spiin?
NCAS: Im hight of the new yea
predictions for the fatwre? ;
NAPHTHA: Tpredict that NCAS will host **H' rext CSICOP
annual conference, and that it willl talke place )
NCAS: Ladies and gentlemnan, how DOES

“a‘ﬁﬂw Capital Area Skeplics

3
Y

)

o2

, do you care 1o make any

1968 Financial Report

Pr“@pﬁmd by Groce E. Denmaon, Treasvrer

1987 Balance 5447282 1989 Brpenses

1988 Balance 33466"84 Blection $172.55
Bylaws Ratification $231.62
Tastice Symposivn  $79.97

1988 Tncome: Avmwal Meeting  $1285.14

Dues '$4160.00 CSICOP in Chana  $115.00
Intexest thew 11/30 $131.79 Skeprical Bye $833.05
Aomual Meeting  $142.00 NCAS Brochure — $355.14
T/Sweaishiris LR35 OO T/Sweatshirts $366.35
Misc. $14.00 PC Taxes $577.18
Total 8478279 Corporation Fees  $369.75
1987 Debis $236.44
Mise, $897.58
1988 Owist'nd’g Debis$0.00
Orther Postage $269.00
Total 857887700

rould like to share the blame, wh, credir, for some of these

NAPHTHA: 1 saw the galleys.
NCAS: How do you fecl about the fact that this columm has
71@& only been reprinted by another local skeptics’ organization,
i that you and Swiss were quoted by magicians Penn & Teller
dmmﬁ an app@emanm on David Letierman’s show?
NAPHT Three out of four skeptics agree:
good for ruh@ soul.

Naphtha’s

NCAS: But not necessanily for ihe digestion!
NAPHTHA: Didm’t vou read the label? “Hammful or fatal if

swallowed!” 1

b i
i the April 1988 issue of this newsletier, Stephen R. Dujack,
im “The Piocchio Syndrome,” reported om mho nse of the
polygraph test, an wascieniific and oftem inaccuraie “lie detec-
for.” Mow at least some Americans wi 1 oe protected agaimst is
misise TTWC Employee Polygraph Protection Aot Tnmam@ Jlaw

on Pecember 20. While this faw cmmJ pis critical in
such as security guards, and state, local, and federal goy /emmm.t
agencies, it makes it illegal for all other employers o use
polygraph h tests to select employees. It also restricts how em-

plovers cam mse the tests 1o investigate specific crivadnal em-
@1@3}99 Ham

As Leopard Sm&e, semior author of a2 198
gressional Office of Techmology Aw m om polygraph
testing, noted in The Washingion Post, 10 longer will the
ffaie of American job-seckers be depe “mﬂu om how much they
sweal when interviewed, rather them hove much they will sweat
on the job. And businesses will not be tempted to nse mvalid and
sham techniques to select and controll employess.” LI

p@m‘ by the Com-
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